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As much as every leader probably wants to tell themselves, no one is perfect. No one
is born just knowing how to found or run (and actually build) a strong company. It
takes lots of little failures and mistakes and the self-awareness to learn how to
improve.

I’ve also found that events and conferences tailored for leaders are especially
valuable. A lot of them are all about having a safe place for leaders to get honest with
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each other and share stories and advice, and the leadership conferences I’ve
attended in the past have been helpful for pushing me (and my company) forward.

As I plan my conference list for the year, I’ve come across a few promising
leadership-focused conferences that I think any marketer, leader, or aspiring leader
will find beneficial:

1. The Human Gathering, April 68 in Los Angeles

The Human Gathering is an invitation-only conference that brings together 300 of
the world’s most influential business owners, executives, and accredited investors,
like Justin Kan, founder of Twitch; Shivani Siroya, founder of TALA; Randy
Jackson, former host of American Idol; Tom Bilyeu, founder of Quest Nutrition; and
Bastian Lehmann, co-founder and CEO of Postmates.

Created by Joshua Jordison and Wesley Chapman, THG customizes each attendee’s
experience based on his or her needs and pairs each together according to what he
or she is working on. Due to security needs, much of the lineup is never made public,
and a direct invitation is the only way to gain access.

2. Leadercast, May 5 in Atlanta, Georgia

Learn how to become a leader people want to follow at this year’s Leadercast
Conference. Leadercast helps entrepreneurs and business leaders reach the next
level of leadership in their industries. Speakers like Daniel Pink and Tyler Perry will
be here this year to inspire attendees and provide the tools needed to reignite their
leadership.

3. Live 2 Lead, Oct. 6 in Birmingham, Alabama

Let the countdown begin. In just eight months, this half-day leadership event
featuring one of the biggest influencers in business leadership, John Maxwell,
begins. Hosted by Richard Mobley, this event will bring together professionals from
all around the world and inspire them to reach their highest leadership potential.
More speakers will join John Maxwell as the event gets closer, so be sure to continue
checking it out for updates and more info.

4. The Strategic Growth Forum™, Nov. 1519 in Palm Springs, California

My co-founder and I had the pleasure of attending this event last year after winning
an EY Entrepreneur Of The Year® Award for Best Emerging Company, and it was

http://www.thehumangathering.com/
https://leadercast.ehmedia.co/attend-leadercast
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http://www.ey.com/us/en/services/strategic-growth-markets/strategic-growth-forum
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an incredible event. There’s little concrete info about this year’s event, but if it’s
anything like last year, it’ll be a great experience. Leaders and CEOs will learn
valuable insights from industry game-changers and network with potential partners,
investors, and more. The four-day event concludes with the EY Entrepreneur Of The
Year National Awards gala.

5. World Business Forum, Nov. 1617 in New York City

The World Business Forum is a two-day event that unites people from all over the
world with a passion for business, with locations in the Americas, Europe, and Asia.
The event features speakers like Abigail Posner, the head of strategic planning at
Google’s think tank for agencies and brands, and leadership pioneer Stephen Covey,
as well as Michael Phelps and others. Get ready to expand your industry knowledge
and discuss some of the most prevalent issues for today’s leaders.

6. Forbes Summit Group

Forbes is known for showcasing industry trends and leaders, so it’s no surprise it
continues to host a variety of conferences featuring some of the world’s top leaders,
innovators, experts, and change makers, too. Those who attend any of these high-
caliber events — which kicks off with the Top Advisor Summit in March in Las Vegas
and concludes with the Forbes Healthcare Summit in November in New York — will
have the chance to hear from some of the industry’s best and brightest. If you wish
to attend any of these events, don’t forget to request an invitation online.

7. Fortune Growth Summit

While the date and location have yet to be released, leaders from some of Fortune’s
fastest-growing companies will join forces with hundreds of influential CEOs and
executives from various fields to share ideas and inspiration for growing and
effectively scaling your company. Presented by Fortune, this conference will leave
you inspired and give you the tools, resources, and connections you need to think
differently about your company and put these new ideas to use.

As I said, no leader is born knowing what to do or how to navigate changing
industries. It’s up to you to challenge yourself, learn from and with others, and
always try to improve. Make this a year that you invest in that challenge and refine
your leadership skills. Start planning your conference schedule now, and let me
know in the comments which conference you plan to attend.

https://humanification.wobi.com/wbf-nyc/
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John Hall is the CEO of Influence & Co., a keynote speaker, and the author of "Top
of Mind." You can book John to speak here.
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